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Field computer 
Data acquisition at the 
station (CPD); frequent 
(1-6 h) data transfer to 
NOAA FTP server 

NOAA Incoming 
FTP server 

NOAA internal Data Server 
Automatic transfer from incoming FTP 
Main data repository 
Core of the automatic data processing 
Synched with AER_VM accessible server 
Behind NOAA firewall 

Daily emails about system status, errors, etc. 

Web plots of most recent 48 hr and 30 days of data: 
http://www.esrl.noaa.gov/gmd/aero/net/index.html 

WDCA (FTP) 
Automatic (for NOAA sites) submission 
of NRT and final data to WDCA 

Virtual Machine (AER_VM) 
Quality assurance of the data, access to 
database (db) system tools, manual 
submission of final data to WDCA 

Software for download 
(NOAA outgoing FTP) 

CPD:   
ftp://ftp.cmdl.noaa.gov/aerosol/etc/cpd/ 
AER_VM:   
ftp://ftp.cmdl.noaa.gov/aerosol/etc/vm/ 
 

NOAA External Data Server 
Synched with NOAA internal data server 
Accessible via AER_VM synching 

User’s computer 

ssh and V
N

C
 

NOAA External Software Server 
Main code repository 
Checks user’s computer certificate 
to allow synchronization to data server 
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DATA FLOW DIAGRAM 
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