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Concentration of mercury in hair:
Mummies at Qilakitsoq 15. century   Hg 3,1 Cd 0,5  Pb 0,7
Animal hair from Qilakitsoq 15. century  Hg 0,6 Cd 0,3  Pb 0,4
Greenland                          20. century   Hg 9,8 Cd 0,4  Pb 6,0
Animal hair                                20. century   Hg 2,6 Cd 0,8  Pb 1,9
Denmark                             20. century    Hg 0,6
Gert Asmund, 2001

Mercury levels  ppm 
Greenland Mummies  1500     3.1 
Greenland People        2000     9.8 
Greenland ringed seal 1500     0.6 
Greenland ringed seal 2000     2.6 
Average EU citizen     2000     0.6    Gert Asmund, 2001 
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Conclusions 
• In the open seas (Bering and Chukcki) the 

surface water was on average sub-
saturated. 

• In the Marginal Ice Zone the surface water 
on average was slightly super-saturated 

• In the contiguous ice zone the surface 
water was super-saturated 

• Ice acts as a barrier to evasion after late 
winter and spring deposition (Feb-June) 

• Barrow is very representative of the Arctic 
marine environment for Gaseous 
Elemental Mercury 
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