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Air pollution has become a global health threat that according to some reports affects the livelihood of 82 percent
of the global population.  African countries are projected to have the fastest urban growth rate in the world: by
2050, Africa's cities will be home to an additional 950 million people, and the continent's population is anticipated to
be primarily urban by 2035. The acute levels of indoor and outdoor air pollution in Africa have already become the
most significant environmental contributor to premature death, outpacing both malaria and HIV.  Despite the
growing attention to the study of emerging African megacity air quality from various international research groups,
organizations, and funding agencies, African urban areas remain one of the least studied regions in the world.  I
will why a specific focus on observations in these regions is necessary and some of the challenges and
opportunities associated with the endeavor.
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